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SECtIRI!!! INP0R14ATI0N 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTDIATES 

4 February 1952 

SUBJECT; TERMS OF REFERENCEi NIE- 6 I 1 CONSECiUEIJCES OP THE 
INDIAN SUBCONTINENT COMING UNDER COMMUNIST CONTROL 

(For Board eoasidaratlon) 

SCOPE 

This estimate is to bo primarily an asBossment of the 
strategic importance of the Indian subcontinent. No attempt 
will be made to estiinate whether or not the area will actually 
come under Canmunist control. It will merely be assumed that 
an indigenous CcEimuid.st regime prepared to cooperate vrith the 
USSR and Communist C h i na has cone to power by its own efforts. 

In general, the estimate will be projected on the basis of 
the present world situation, although the ofi’ects of prior 
Communist assumption of power in Southeast Asia and/or the 
Middle East should also be considered. Because the gain to 
the Soviet bloc from a Comrunlst subcontinont would not necessarily 
equal the loss to the West, and vice versa, it will be neeessaiy, 
at least in the contrlbiition stage, to analyze most factors 
from both points of view. 
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QUESTIONS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM 

I, WHAT WOULD BE THE MILITARI CONSEQUENCES OF COl-ttiUNIST CONTROL 
OP THE SUBCONTINENT? 

A. To what artant could the military potential of the 
aubeontineBt contribute to overall Western nllltaiy 
capabilities? 

1, What Is the present strength and combat effective- 
ness of the ground, air and naval forces of the 
subcontinent? 

2, To what extent are present subcontinent military 
forces capable of resisting Ccsnmunist aggression fTon 
Southeast Asia? frcn the Middle East? 

3, To what use could the West put the subcontinent »s 
maapoMQT, ports, airbases and other facilities in 
the event of hostilities In the Middle East? the 

Far East? elsewhere? 

Be What is the potential positive contribution (as dis- 
tinguished from the negative advantages listed above) 
the subcontinent could make to overall Soviet bloc 
military capabilities? 

1. Under Ccnmunlst control, to what extant could 
the strength and cambet effectiveness of the sub- 
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continent* s groundj air and naval forcea be increased 
without Soviet bloc assistance? with Soviet bloc 
assistance? 

2, IMder Communist control » \ifhat specific capa- 
bilities could bo developed fori 

a. Offensive operations against the Illddle East 
and Idle Far Bast (including Afghanistan and Ceylcm)? 

b. Sitorferlng with Western communications in 
the Ittddlo East anct the Far East? 

c. Defending the Far East and the lUddle East 
if those areas were all under Coomimist control? 

3« What limitations might there bo on the development 
of the capabilities in 1 and 2 above* 

a. Soviet reluctance to build a strong military 
power on the subcontinent? 

b. Soviet bloc inability to st^iply the necessary 
technical and material assistance? 

c. Diversion of forces for maint aining internal 
security? 

d. Transportation and coBaBunleatlons difficulties? 

e. Other? 
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II. WHAT WOULD 3E TliE ECON^IC CONSEQUENCES OF COM UNIST CONTROL 
OF THE SUBCONTINENT? 

A. What economic resources of the subcontinent are of 
actual or potential Importance to the US? to US allies? 
to the Kiddle East? (The questions in Sections II-A and II-B 
are subs^tially the same as those in terms of reference 
for NIB-56, dated 16 Nov. 1951 and NIB-56 contributions 
should suffice for this eatimateO Resources of importance 
shoxild be dlacussed under the following headings i 

1. Natural resoirrces: 

a. Items of actual or potential importance (list), 

b. artent and availobllltyo 

c. The degree tp which the US depends on them, 
both for its own needs and for present anti- 
cipated US contributions to allies . Differentiate 
if necessary between needs for consurqjtion at 
current program levels and for stockpiling against 
the event of general war. 

d. The degree to wliich allies of the US depend on 
them. . 

e. Oitstandlng respects in idilch other ncawCoBanunlst 
countries depend on thasii ' 

2. Agricultural! 

a-e (Same as above) 
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3. Industrial resources < 
a-o (Same as IX-A-1) 

4. Manpower for eoonomlc purposes (state whether 
skilled or unsklll^)i 

a-e (Same as n-JUl) 

5. Transportation facilities* 
a-e (Same as II-A-1) 

B, What factors might affect the ability of the VS and 
its allies to exploit these resources? 

1, Political stability, 

2, Government policies that may affect availability, 
of resources, (e.g.^ natlonallaatlon plans.) 

3, EconoBiie and social factors affecting availability 

I' 

C, To what extent could the existing econocnie resources of 
the subcontinent increase the economic irnr potential of the 
Soviet bloc? 

D, Ifader CJamnunlst control, to what extent might the poten- 
tial economic resources of the subcontinent be developed 
how long might it take in view of the following consider- 
ations* 

1. Reluctance of the USSR to create a strong Comuniot 
state which it might be unable to control? 

2, Inability of the Soviet bloc to su 5 )ply the necessazy 
economic and technical assistance? 

- 5 - 

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP79S01 01 1A00080001 0027-2 

CONFIlWriAL 



"Approved For Relea^ 2001 /0^gj^|^IA-RDP79S01014A00080001 0027-2 

CONilDENTIAL 

3. Tram^rtatlon difficulties? 

4, Any other? 

III. HHAT WOULD 3E THE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OP COMIUNIST 
CONTROL OF THE SUBCONTININT? 

A. In texns of the East^Wsat conflloty vtmt polltioala 
Ideological or psychologioal adrantages or disadvantages 
night accrue to the USSR^ as a consequence of Conmunlst 
control of the subcontinent, Int 

1. The Middle East? 

2. Souldieast Asia? 

3. The non-Conmunlst Far East? 

4* Western Europe? 

B. To what extent would the effects in the non-Conmunlst 
Far East and Western Europe be changed if Southeast Asia 
and/or the Middle East had cane under Conmunlst control 
before the subcontinent? 
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